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MINUTES 
PORT OF SIUSLAW COMMISSION MEETING 

Wednesday, February 15, 2017, 7:00pm 
100 Harbor Street, Florence, Oregon 97439 

 
Commissioners Attending: Ron Caputo, Terry Duman, Nancy Rickard, David 
Huntington, Mike Buckwald  
 
Staff Attending: Steven Leskin, Port Manager; Dina McClure, Administrative Assistant 
 
1. Commission President Caputo called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 
 

2. Public Comment: 

 David Swinney, a moorage customer, was concerned that the hoist and fuel 

were not available when a vessel needed those services. Swinney said he is 

having issues with Port staff regarding his moorage account. Swinney said 

creosote pilings are polluting the river and the Port is responsible for their 

removal. 

 Gordon Owen, a moorage customer, distributed copies of a letter and a 

receipt showing a zero balance on 10/1/16 to the Commissioners. Owen 

reviewed the recent history of his payments and communication with Port 

staff, claiming he has been overcharged moorage and late fees. Owen said 

he requested a meeting with the Commissioners in October, but received no 

response. Commissioner Buckwald asked if Owen’s boat was seaworthy. 

Owen replied the motor needs work and the sails are not in good shape. 

 Jonathan Wright, Reedsport City Manager, said Oregon Public Ports 

Association (OPPA) is drafting HB 2902 to amend language in ORS 777.210 

to allow ports to “operate” shipyards. Wright said it is not fair because private 

companies have to pay personal property taxes and ports are exempt. Wright 

requested the Commission direct Manager Leskin to oppose HB 2902.  

Kim Clardy, Office Manager for Fred Wahl Marine Construction, said if HB 

2902 passes, it will create competition for private shipyards resulting in the 

loss of local jobs. Clardy asked the board to support opposition to HB 2902. 

There was discussion between Commissioner Duman and Wright regarding 

the shipyard at the Port of Toledo, originally owned by Fred Wahl. Manager 

Leskin, who sits on the OPPA board, is in support of HB 2902. Leskin said 

there was a conflict between Wahl and Port of Toledo which lead to Toledo’s 

request to draft this bill. Wright said ports can currently lease shipyards to 

private companies, but if HB 2902 passes Oregon ports would be allowed to 

operate shipyards creating an uneven playing field for private companies.  

 

3. Approval of Minutes by Consent: (7:29) There were no comments from the board 

and the Minutes were approved by consent. 



2 
 

February 15, 2017 Port Commission Regular Meeting 
 

4. Financial Statements by Consent: (7:30) Admin McClure said there are two 

vacancies on the Budget Committee and applications are due March 14. McClure 

reported bills paid in January were $90,722.74. There were no comments from the 

board and the Financials were approved by consent. 

 

5. Port Manager Evaluation Protest: (7:31) Commissioner Rickard read a statement 

(attached to these Minutes). Commissioner Huntington said Leskin received good 

marks on his evaluation and had been given a pay increase six months prior. 

 

6. Resolution 2-15-17A To Clarify the Meaning of a Commercial Vessel: (7:36) 

Manager Leskin said a vessel receiving the commercial discount should be built to 

engage in marine commerce and pay its moorage through its commercial activity. 

There was discussion regarding the language “built to engage” and what constitutes 

proof of commercial status. Leskin said some moorage tenants purchase an 

inexpensive commercial fishing license to receive the commercial discounted rate 

but their boat never leaves the marina resulting in a loss of revenue. The board 

requested Leskin to revise the wording and they would revisit the Resolution at next 

month’s meeting.  

 

7. Resolution 2-15-17B To Declare Surplus Items: (7:52) Manager Leskin said 

another port is looking for dock sections and we have two, soon to be three, 

damaged dock sections available. On the Motion, made by Commissioner 

Buckwald, and seconded by Commissioner Rickard, the board voted 

unanimously to adopt Resolution 2-15-17B, to declare three damaged docks 

surplus. 

 

8. Commissioner and Port Manager Reports 

 

Manager Leskin reported: 

 The C-Row Erosion Repair permit is being reviewed by NOAA. If approved, 

work can begin. If the permit is not approved, there will be an additional 160 

day review process.  

 There is not much interest regarding the sale of the PVIP property. 

 Bank loan consolidation is under review. He will have a recommendation at 

the next meeting. 

 Attended the annual SDAO conference in Portland.  

Commissioner Rickard reported: 

 Attended City Council, Siuslaw Watershed Council, Lane Council of 

Governments, the Mayor’s State of the City Address, and Lane Area 

Committee on Transportation meetings.  
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Commissioner Duman requested further conversation regarding Gordon Owen’s boat 

Tenacious, scheduled to be auctioned on Friday, February 24. Duman was not 

convinced the port was doing right by charging Owen the daily rate. It was decided to 

hold a Special Meeting on Monday, February 20 at 4:00pm. 

9.   Port News from around Oregon: No news was reported. 

 

10.   Public Comment:  

 

 Gordon Owen said the lien on his boat resulted from money not paid but he 

has a receipt showing a zero balance. Owen didn’t pay invoices out of protest 

thinking the worst that would happen is he would be sent to collections. 

 David Swinney said it costs more than $25 for a vessel to be ready for 

commercial business.  

 

11.   Commission President Caputo adjourned the meeting at 8:07pm. 
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